
The Saints 
 
 
August 4. John Vianney, Priest (1786-1859) 
His work as a confessor is John Vianney’s most remarkable accomplishment. In the winter months, 
he was to spend eleven to twelve hours daily reconciling people with God. In the summer months, 
this time was increased to sixteen hours. Unless a man was dedicated to his vision of a priestly 
vocation, he could not have endured this giving of self day after day. 
 
 
August 7. Sixtus II and Companions, Pope and Martyr; Martyrs (d. 258) 
The emperor Valerian published his first decree against Christians in 257 and forbade them to hold 
assemblies. Pope Sixtus had been pope for only one year when he was murdered while presiding at 
the Eucharist in one of the underground caverns used as cemeteries (catacombs). He and four 
deacons were seized and beheaded. Two other deacons were probably martyred the same day, and 
St. Lawrence (August 10) four days later. 
 
 
August 7. Cajetan, Priest (1480-1557) 
Cajetan seemed headed for an ordinary life—first as a lawyer, then as a priest engaged in the work of 
the Roman Curia. His life took a characteristic turn when he joined the Oratory of Divine Love in 
Rome, a group devoted to piety and charity, shortly after his ordination at thirty-six. When he was 
forty-two he founded a hospital for incurables at Venice. At Vicenza, he joined a “disreputable” 
religious community that consisted only of men of the lowest stations of life—and was roundly 
censured by his friends, who thought his action was a reflection on his family. He sought out the sick 
and poor of the town and served them. 
 
 
August 8. Dominic, Priest, (1170-1221) 
Dominic, with three Cistercians, began itinerant preaching according to the Gospel ideal. He 
continued this work for ten years, being successful with the ordinary people but not with the leaders. 
His fellow preachers gradually became a community, and in 1215 he founded a religious house at 
Toulouse, the beginning of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans). His ideal, and that of his order, was 
to link organically a life with God, study and prayer in all forms, with a ministry of salvation to people 
by the word of God. His ideal: contemplata tradere: “to pass on the fruits of contemplation” or “to 
speak only of God or with God.” 
 
 
August 8. Mary MacKillop, Virgin (1842-1909) 
Born in Melbourne in 1842 to parents who had emigrated from Scotland, Mary grew up in a family 
that faced constant financial struggles. As a young woman she was drawn to religious life but could 
not find an existing order of sisters that met her needs. In 1860 she met Fr. Julian Woods, who 
became her spiritual director. Together they founded a community of women—the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of the Sacred Heart, also known as the Josephite Sisters. Its members were to staff schools, 
especially for poor children, as well as orphanages, and engage in other works of charity. 
 
 
August 10. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr (d. 258?) 
We know very little about his life. He is one of those whose martyrdom made a deep and lasting 
impression on the early Church. Celebration of his feast day spread rapidly. He was a Roman deacon 
under Pope St. Sixtus II (August 7). Four days after this pope was put to death, Lawrence and four 



clerics suffered martyrdom, probably during the persecution of the Emperor Valerian. Legendary 
details of his death were known to Damasus (December 11), Prudentius, Ambrose (December 7), 
and Augustine (August 28). The church built over his tomb became one of the seven principal 
churches in Rome and a favorite place for Roman pilgrimages. 
 
August 11. Clare, Virgin (1194-1253) 
The forty-one years of Clare’s religious life are a scenario of sanctity: an indomitable resolve to lead 
the simple, literal Gospel life as Francis taught her; courageous resistance to the ever-present 
pressure to dilute the ideal; a passion for poverty and humility; an ardent life of prayer; and a 
generous concern for her sisters. On her deathbed, Clare was heard to say to herself: “Go forth in 
peace, for you have followed the good road. Go forth without fear, for he who created you has made 
you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Blessed be you, my God, for having 
created me.” 
 
August 12. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious (1562-1641) 
St. Vincent de Paul (September 27) said of Jane Frances: “She was full of faith, yet all her life had 
been tormented by thoughts against it. While apparently enjoying the peace and easiness of mind of 
souls who have reached a high state of virtue, she suffered such interior trials that she often told me 
her mind was so filled with all sorts of temptations and abominations that she had to strive not to look 
within herself.  But for all that suffering her face never lost its serenity, nor did she once relax in the 
fidelity God asked of her. 
 
August 14. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr (1894-1941) 
In 1939 Nazi panzers overran Poland with deadly speed. Niepokalanow was severely bombed. Kolbe 
and his friars were arrested then released in less than three months on the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. In 1941 he was arrested again. The Nazis’ purpose was to liquidate the select ones, the 
leaders. The end came quickly, in Auschwitz three months later, after terrible beatings and 
humiliations. A prisoner had escaped. The commandant announced that ten men would die. As they 
were being marched away to the starvation bunkers, Number 16670 dared to step from the line. “I 
would like to take that man’s place. He has a wife and children.” “Who are you?” “A priest.” No name, 
no mention of fame. Silence. The commandant ordered Fr. Kolbe to go with the nine. In the “block of 
death,” their slow starvation began in darkness. But there was no screaming—the prisoners sang. By 
the eve of the Assumption, four were left alive. The jailer came to finish Kolbe off as he sat in a corner 
praying. He was beatified in 1971 and canonized eleven years later. 
 
August 19. John Eudes, Priest (1601-1680) 
 Born on a farm in northern France, John died at seventy-nine in the next “county” or department. In 
that time he was a religious, a parish missionary, a founder of two religious communities, and a great 
promoter of the devotion to the Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Holiness is the 
wholehearted openness to the love of God. It is visibly expressed in many ways, but the variety of 
expression has one common quality: concern for the needs of others. In John’s case, those who were 
in need were plague-stricken people, ordinary parishioners, those preparing for the priesthood, 
prostitutes, and all Christians called to imitate the love of Jesus and his mother. 
 
August 20. Bernard of Clairvaux, Abbot and Doctor (1090-1153) 
Adviser of popes, preacher of the Second Crusade, defender of the faith, healer of a schism, reformer 
of a monastic order, Scripture scholar, theologian, and eloquent preacher. His life was characterized 
by a deep devotion to the Blessed Mother. His sermons and books about Mary are still the standard 
of Marian theology. 
 
August 21. Pius X, Pope (1835-1914) 



Pope Pius X is perhaps best remembered for his encouragement of the frequent reception of Holy 
Communion, especially by children. Ever mindful of his humble origin, he stated, “I was born poor, I 
lived poor, I will die poor.” He was embarrassed by some of the pomp of the papal court. He 
denounced the ill treatment of indigenous peoples on the plantations of Peru, sent a relief 
commission to Messina after an earthquake, and sheltered refugees at his own expense. On the 
eleventh anniversary of his election as pope, Europe was plunged into World War I. Pius had 
foreseen it, but it killed him. “This is the last affliction the Lord will visit on me. I would gladly give my 
life to save my poor children from this ghastly scourge.” He died a few weeks after the war began and 
was canonized in 1954. 
 
August 23. Rose of Lima, Virgin (1586-1617) 
The first canonized saint of the New World, she was born to parents of Spanish descent in Lima, 
Peru, at a time when South America was in its first century of evangelization. During the last few 
years of her life, Rose set up a room in the house where she cared for homeless children, the elderly, 
and the sick. This was a beginning of social services in Peru. 
 
August 25. Bartholomew, Apostle 
In the New Testament, Bartholomew is mentioned only in the lists of the apostles. Some scholars 
identify him with Nathanael, a man of Cana in Galilee who was summoned to Jesus by Philip. Jesus 
paid him a great compliment: “Here is a true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him” (John 1:47). He 
was one of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection 
(see John 21:1–14). Like Christ himself, the apostles were unceasingly bent upon bearing witness to 
the truth of God. They showed special courage in speaking ‘the word of God with boldness’ (Acts 
4:31) before the people and their rulers. 
 
August 25. Joseph Calasanz, Priest (1556-1648) 
From Aragon, where he was born in 1556, to Rome, where he died ninety-two years later, fortune 
alternately smiled and frowned on the work of Joseph Calasanz. A priest with university training in 
canon law and theology, respected for his wisdom and administrative expertise, he put aside his 
career because he was deeply concerned with the need for education of poor children. When he was 
unable to get other institutes to undertake this apostolate at Rome, he and several companions 
personally provided a free school for deprived children. So overwhelming was the response that there 
was a constant need for larger facilities to house their effort. Soon Pope Clement VIII gave support to 
the school, and this aid continued under Pope Paul V. Other schools were opened; other men were 
attracted to the work, and in 1621 the community (for so the teachers lived) was recognized as a 
religious community, the Clerks Regular of Religious Schools (Piarists or Scolopi). 
 
August 27. Monica, Wife and Mother (330-387) 
Monica had at least three children who survived infancy. The oldest, Augustine (August 28), is the 
most famous. At the time of his father’s death, Augustine was seventeen and a rhetoric student in 
Carthage. Monica was distressed to learn that her son had accepted the Manichean heresy (all flesh 
is evil) and was living an immoral life. For a while, she refused to let him eat or sleep in her house. 
Then one night she had a vision that assured her Augustine would return to the faith. From that time 
on, she stayed close to her son, praying and fasting for him. When he was twenty-nine, Augustine 
decided to go to Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica was determined to go along. One night he told his 
mother that he was going to the dock to say good-bye to a friend. Instead, he set sail for Rome. 
Monica was heartbroken when she learned of Augustine’s trick, but she still followed him. She arrived 
in Rome only to find that he had left for Milan. Although travel was difficult, Monica pursued him to 
Milan. In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the bishop, St. Ambrose (December 7), who 
also became Monica’s spiritual director. Monica became a leader of the devout women in Milan as 
she had been in Tagaste. She continued her prayers for Augustine during his years of instruction. At 
Easter, 387, St. Ambrose baptized Augustine and several of his friends. Soon after, his party left for 



Africa. Although no one else was aware of it, Monica knew her life was near the end. She told 
Augustine, “Son, nothing in this world now affords me delight. I do not know what there is now left for 
me to do or why I am still here, all my hopes in this world being now fulfilled.” She became ill shortly 
after and suffered severely for nine days before her death. Almost all we know about St. Monica is in 
the writings of St. Augustine, especially his Confessions. St. Augustine is widely regarded as the 
greatest theologian in Western Christianity. 
 
August 28. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor (354-430) 
A Christian at thirty-three, a priest at thirty-six, a bishop at forty-one: Many people are familiar with the 
biographical sketch of Augustine of Hippo, sinner turned saint. But really to get to know the man is a 
rewarding experience. There quickly surfaces the intensity with which he lived his life, whether his 
path led away from or toward God. The tears of his mother, Monica (August 27), the instructions of 
Ambrose (December 7), and, most of all, God himself speaking to him in the Scriptures redirected 
Augustine’s love of life to a life of love. 
 
August 30. Jeanne Jugan, Virgin (1792-1879) 
Born in northern France during the French Revolution—a time when congregations of women and 
men religious were being suppressed by the national government, Jeanne would eventually be highly 
praised in the French Academy for her community’s compassionate care of elderly poor people. 
When Jeanne was three and a half years old, her father, a fisherman, was lost at sea. Her widowed 
mother was hard-pressed to raise her eight children (four died young) alone. At the age of fifteen or 
sixteen, Jeanne became a kitchen maid for a generous family that not only cared for its own 
members, but also served poor, elderly people nearby. Ten years later, Jeanne became a nurse at 
the hospital in Le Rosais. Soon thereafter she joined a third order group founded by St. John Eudes 
(August 19). After six years she became a servant and friend of a woman she met through the third 
order. They prayed, visited the poor, and taught catechism to children. After her friend’s death, 
Jeanne and two other women continued a similar life in the city of Saint-Sevran. In 1839 they brought 
in their first permanent guest. They began an association, received more members and more guests. 
Mother Marie of the Cross, as Jeanne was now known, founded six more houses for the elderly by 
the end of 1849, all staffed by members of her association—the Little Sisters of the Poor. By 1853 the 
association numbered five hundred and had houses as far away as England. 
 
Peter Claver, Priest (1581-1654)  A native of Spain, Peter Claver left his homeland forever in 1610 
to be a Jesuit missionary in the New World. He sailed into Cartagena, now in Colombia. He was 
ordained there in 1615. By this time the slave trade had been established in America for nearly one 
hundred years, and Cartagena was a chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the port 
each year after crossing the Atlantic from West Africa under conditions so foul and inhuman that an 
estimated one-third of the passengers died in transit. As soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter 
Claver moved into its infested hold to minister to the ill-treated and exhausted passengers. With the 
help of interpreters, he gave basic instructions and assured his brothers and sisters of their human 
dignity and God’s saving love. During the forty years of his ministry, Claver instructed and baptized an 
estimated three hundred thousand slaves. His apostolate extended beyond his care for slaves. He 
became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of Cartagena. He preached in the city square, gave 
missions to sailors and traders as well as country missions, during which he avoided, when possible, 
the hospitality of the planters and owners and lodged in the slave quarters instead. After four years of 
sickness, which forced the saint to remain inactive and largely neglected, he died on September 8, 
1654. He was canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII declared him the worldwide patron of missionary 
work among black slaves. 
 
John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor (d. 407) St. John Chrysostom was born at Antioch about the 
year 349. After an extensive education he embraced a life of ascetism. He was ordained a priest and 
distinguished himself by his preaching which achieved great spiritual results among his hearers. He 



was elected bishop of Constantinople in 397 and proved himself a capable pastor, committed to 
reforming the life of the clergy and the faithful. Twice he was forced into exile by the hatred of the 
imperial court and the envy of his enemies. After he had completed his difficult labors, he died at 
Comana in Pontus on September 14, 407. His preaching and writing explained Catholic doctrine and 
presented the ideal Christian life. For this reason he is called Chrysostom, or “Golden Mouth.” 
 
September 16, St. Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr (d. 258) 
St. Cyprian was born of pagan parents in Carthage around the year 210. He was converted, 
ordained, and subsequently made bishop of that city in the year 249. By his writings and his actions 
Cyprian guided the Church through difficult times. In the persecution of Valerian, he was exiled, then 
martyred on the fourteenth of September, 258. 
 
September 17, Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor (1542-1621) 
St. Bellarmine was born in 1542 in the town of Monte Pulciano in Tuscany. He entered the Society of 
Jesus and after ordination to the priesthood distinguished himself by disputations in defense of the 
Catholic faith. He also taught theology in the Roman College. Elected to the College of Cardinals and 
named bishop of Capua, he solved may pressing questions in the various Roman Congregations. He 
died at Rome in 1621. 
 
September 19, Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
St. Januarius was bishop of Benevento. Along with his companions he was martyred at Naples in the 
persecution of Diocletian. Today he is especially venerated in the city of Naples. 
 
September 21, St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Born in Capernaum, St. Matthew was working for the occupying Roman forces as a tax collector, 
collecting taxes from other Jews, when he was called by Jesus. He wrote his gospel in Hebrew and is 
said to have preached in the East. 
 
September 23, Pio of Pietrelcina, Priest (1887-1968) 
According to one estimate, over 325 people since the time of Francis of Assisi have received the 
stigmata, that is, all or some of the wounds of Christ’s passion. Few of those stigmatics have had a 
more difficult life than Padre Pio. Francesco Forgione joined the Capuchin Franciscans at age fifteen, 
taking the name Pio. Ordained in 1910, he served for a short time in the Italian army during World 
War I. In 1917 he was assigned to the friary in San Giovanni Rotondo, seventy-five miles from Bari on 
Italy’s Adriatic coast. A year later, while making his thanksgiving after Mass, he had a vision of Jesus, 
and when it was over Padre Pio had the stigmata on his hands, feet, and side. After undergoing 
various medical and Church investigations, for a short time he was not permitted to celebrate Mass 
publicly or hear confessions. In time, busloads of men and women came to his 5:00 A.M. Mass and to 
his confessional, which he occupied up to ten hours a day. During his mid-morning break, he blessed 
the sick. Faith must lead to action, to works of compassion. In 1946, ground was broken on nearby 
Mount Gargano for the “House for the Alleviation of Suffering,” a 350-bed facility financed by Padre 
Pio’s benefactors. 
 
September 26, Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs (d. 303?) 
Nothing is known of their lives except that they suffered martyrdom in Syria during the persecution of 
Emperor Diocletian. A church erected on the site of their burial place was enlarged by Emperor 
Justinian. Devotion to the two saints spread rapidly in both East and West. A famous basilica was 
erected in their honor in Constantinople. Legend says that they were twin brothers born in Arabia, 
who became skilled doctors. They were among those who are venerated in the East as the 
“moneyless ones” because they did not charge a fee for their services. It was impossible that such 
prominent persons would escape unnoticed in time of persecution: They were arrested and 



beheaded. Nine centuries later, Francis of Assisi rebuilt the dilapidated San Damiano chapel outside 
Assisi. 
 
 
September 27, Vincent de Paul, Priest (1580?-1660) 
The deathbed confession of a servant opened Vincent’s eyes to the crying spiritual needs of the 
peasantry of France. This seems to have been a crucial moment in the life of the man from a small 
farm in Gascony, France, who had become a priest with little more ambition than to have a 
comfortable life. It was the Countess de Gondi (whose servant he had helped) who persuaded her 
husband to endow and support a group of able and zealous missionaries who would work among 
poor tenant farmers and country people in general. Vincent was too humble to accept leadership at 
first, but after working for some time in Paris among imprisoned galley slaves, he returned to lead 
what is now known as the Congregation of the Mission, or the Vincentians. These priests, with vows 
of poverty, chastity, obedience, and stability, were to devote themselves entirely to the people in 
smaller towns and villages. Later Vincent established confraternities of charity for the spiritual and 
physical relief of the poor and sick of each parish. From these, with the help of St. Louise de Marillac, 
came the Daughters of Charity, “whose convent is the sickroom, whose chapel is the parish church, 
whose cloister is the streets of the city.” He organized the rich women of Paris to collect funds for his 
missionary projects, founded several hospitals, collected relief funds for the victims of war, and 
ransomed over twelve hundred galley slaves from North Africa. He was zealous in conducting 
retreats for clergy at a time when there was great laxity, abuse, and ignorance among them. He was 
a pioneer in clerical training and was instrumental in establishing seminaries. 
 
September 29, Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Angels 
Scripture speaks of three Archangels who serve God in special ways. Michael is depicted as a warrior 
who battles Satan and his minions. Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled 
against the dragon. The dragon and its angels fought back.  Revelation 12:7 Gabriel carried God’s 
message to Zacharia and Mary.  In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town 
of Galilee called Nazareth.  Luke 1:26  Raphael carried prayers to the altar of God.  I am Raphael, 
one of the seven angels who stand and serve before the Glory of the Lord.  Tobit 12:15 
 
September 30, St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor (345-420) 
A student of languages, St. Jerome served Pope Damasus as secretary before retiring to Bethlehem, 
where he continued to write and serve the Church.  St. Jerome is best known for his translation of the 
Scriptures into Latin, known as the Vulgate, and for his Scripture commentaries. 
 
October 1, St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor (1873-1897) 
As a youth, Therese entered the Carmelites at Lisieux, France, so is often known as St. Therese of 
Lisieux or “the Little Flower.”  Throughout her life, she was known for her great humility and simplicity 
of life.  The spiritual depth of her autobiographical writings earned her the title “Doctor of the Church.” 
 
October 2, The Holy Guardian Angels 
This observance honors the angels who watch over us with care throughout our lives on earth, as 
attested in Scripture. 
 
See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
always look upon the face of my heavenly Father.  Matthew 18:10 
 
When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. Luke 16:22 
 
October 4, St. Francis of Assisi, Religious (1181?-1226) 



Born into a wealthy family, Francis eventually rejected his worldly goods and embraced a life of 
poverty and preaching.  He founded religious orders of men and women as well as an order of laity.  
He strove to bring all people to love of God and neighbor and is known for his care of animals and for 
introducing the Christmas creche. 
 
October 6: Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin (1811-1849) 
Born in Quebec, Marie Rose founded the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. This religious 
community provided desperately needed education to the children of Canada. 
 
October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary, Memorial 
This memorial is observed on the anniversary of the Battle of Lepanto, when a fleet from several 
Catholic countries defeated the fleet of the Ottoman Empire, severely limiting the expansion of the 
Ottoman Empire in Europe. The Catholic fleet attributed their victory to the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary invoked through the praying of the Rosary. In the Rosary, we recall key moments 
in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, reflecting ever more deeply on his Paschal Mystery. 
 
October 9: St. John Leonardi, Priest (1541?-1609) 
Though his first training was as a pharmacist, in his life as a priest, John Leonardi was dedicated to 
the religious education of young people and to the spread of the faith through the foreign missions. 
His work with the latter laid the foundation for the Society of the Propagation of the Faith, an 
organization that continues to support the Catholic missions around the world. 
 
October 15: St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church (1515-1582) 
Better known as Teresa of Avila, she worked to reform and renew the Carmelite Order of nuns, 
assisting in the foundation of the Discalced Carmelites. Her mystical contemplative experiences and 
her writings about them are noted for their spiritual and theological depth. 
 
October 16: St. Hedwig, Religious (1174?-1243) 
The wife of a Polish ruler, she devoted herself to the practice of her faith and to good works 
throughout her life. After her husband’s death, she lived in a monastery, distributing her worldly goods 
and livin a life of prayer and penance. 
 
October 17: St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr (d. 107?) 
This bishop of Antioch was condemned to suffer martyrdom in Rome. While traveling to Rome for his 
execution, he wrote letters to the Christian communities along the way. These letters provide 
profound insight into the Church, life in Christ, and the nature of martyrdom. 

 
October 18: St. Luke, Evangelist, Feast 
This feast honors the writer of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, often called Luke-
Acts. Luke traveled with Paul and helped proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to the nations. 
 
October 19: SS. John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs (Jean 
de Brebeuf 1593-1649, Isaac Jogues 1607-1646, ) 
Often called “the North American martyrs,” these eight Jesuits endured brutal torture before being 
martyred by members of the Huron and Iroquois nations. Despite the hardships of the mission and 
their suffering, these martyrs retained a love of the people they served and brought to faith in Christ. 
 
October 20: St. Paul of the Cross, Priest (1694-1775) 
St. Paul of the Cross founded the Congregation of the Passionists, a religious order of men who lived 
lives of poverty, simplicity, and harsh penance so as to meditate more fully on the Passion of the 
Christ.  Their primary ministry was preaching to parish missions about Christ’s saving Passion. 
 



October 23: John of Capistrano, Priest (1386-1456) 
John Capistrano was born in 1386. His education was thorough. His talents and success were great. 
When he was twenty-six he was made governor of Perugia. Imprisoned after a battle against the 
Malatestas, he resolved to change his way of life completely. At the age of thirty he entered the 
Franciscan novitiate and was ordained a priest four years later. His preaching attracted great throngs 
at a time of religious apathy and confusion. He and twelve Franciscan brethren were received in the 
countries of central Europe as angels of God. They were instrumental in reviving a dying faith and 
devotion. He helped bring about a reunion with the Greek and Armenian Churches, unfortunately only 
a brief arrangement. When the Turks captured Constantinople in 1453, he was commissioned to 
preach a crusade for the defense of Europe. Gaining little response in Bavaria and Austria, he 
decided to concentrate his efforts in Hungary. He led the army to Belgrade. Under the great General 
Janos Hunyadi, they gained an overwhelming victory, and the siege of Belgrade was lifted. Worn out 
by his superhuman efforts, Capistrano was an easy prey to an infection after the battle. He died 
October 23, 1456. 
 
October 24: Anthony Claret, Bishop (1807-1870) 
The “spiritual father of Cuba” was a missionary, religious founder, social reformer, queen’s chaplain, 
writer and publisher, archbishop, and refugee. He was a Spaniard whose work took him to the Canary 
Islands, Cuba, Madrid, Paris, and the First Vatican Council. In his spare time as weaver and designer 
in the textile mills of Barcelona, he learned Latin and printing: the future priest and publisher was 
preparing. Ordained at twenty-eight, he was prevented by ill health from entering religious life as a 
Carthusian or as a Jesuit, but went on to become one of Spain’s most popular preachers. He spent 
ten years giving popular missions and retreats, always placing great emphasis on the Eucharist and 
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Her rosary, it was said, was never out of his hand. At forty-
two, beginning with five young priests, he founded a religious institute of missionaries, known today 
as the Claretians. He was appointed to head the much-neglected archdiocese of Santiago in Cuba. 
He began its reform by almost ceaseless preaching and hearing of confessions, and suffered bitter 
opposition mainly for opposing concubinage and giving instruction to black slaves. A hired assassin 
(whose release from prison Anthony had obtained) slashed open his face and wrist. Anthony 
succeeded in getting the would-be assassin’s death sentence commuted to a prison term. His 
solution for the misery of Cubans was family-owned farms producing a variety of foods for the family’s 
own needs and for the market. This invited the enmity of the vested interests who wanted everyone to 
work on a single cash crop—sugar. Besides all his religious writings are two books he wrote in Cuba: 
Reflections on Agriculture and Country Delights. He was recalled to Spain for a job he did not relish—
being chaplain for the queen. 
 
October 28: Simon and Jude, Apostles 
The name of Saint Simon usually appears eleventh in the list of the apostles.  Nothing is known of 
him except that he was born at Cana and is surnamed “The Zealot.” 
 
Saint Jude, also called Thaddeus, is the saint of the impossible.  Saint Jude was the apostle who 
asked the Lord at the Last Supper why he had manifested himself only to his disciples and not the 
whole world (John 14:22). 
 
November 1: All Saints Day 
The earliest certain observance of a feast in honor of all the saints is an early fourth-century 
commemoration of “all the martyrs.”  This feast first honored martyrs. Later, when Christians were 
free to worship according to their consciences, the Church acknowledged other paths to sanctity. In 
the early centuries the only criterion was popular acclaim, even when the bishop’s approval became 
the final step in placing a commemoration on the calendar. The first papal canonization occurred in 
993; the lengthy process now required to prove extraordinary sanctity took form in the last five 



hundred years. Today’s feast honors the obscure as well as the famous—the saints each of us has 
known. 
 
November 2: All Souls Day 
The Church has encouraged prayer for the dead from the earliest times as an act of Christian charity. 
“If we had no care for the dead,” Augustine noted, “we would not be in the habit of praying for them.” 
Yet pre-Christian rites for the deceased retained such a strong hold on the superstitious imagination 
that a liturgical commemoration was not observed until the early Middle Ages, when monastic 
communities began to mark an annual day of prayer for their departed members. In the middle of the 
eleventh century, St. Odilo, abbot of Cluny (France), decreed that all Cluniac monasteries offer 
special prayers and sing the Office for the Dead on November 2, the day after the feast of All Saints. 
The custom spread from Cluny and was finally adopted throughout the Church. 
 
 
 
 

 


