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December 8 - Chapter 8  

1. In the parable about the sower, the fruit of the seed that falls among the thorns 
does not mature. To whom does Jesus compare these seeds to? 
The ones who hear the Word of God but as they go on their way they are choked 
by the cares and the riches and pleasures of life and their fruit does not mature. 
  

2. Who recognizes Jesus as the Son of God in the country of the Gerasene’s? 
The unclean spirits.  
 

3. For the healing of the woman suffering from hemorrhages, and Jairus’ daughter 
raised from the dead, what did Jesus say was necessary for healing? 
Faith.  

Questions for Reflection  

1. Can you identify the thorns in your life, the cares and pleasures that choke the 
Word of God before it can mature and produce fruit?  
 

2. How might you cultivate your soil to make it more receptive to God’s Word?  
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December 9 – Chapter 9  

1. What does the word Apostle mean? 
One sent. 
  

2. What were the Apostles sent to do? 
Cure disease, proclaim the Kingdom of God, and to heal.  
 

3. In what city did Jesus miraculously feed the multitude? 
Bethsaida.  
 

4. When Jesus asked the disciples who people say that he is, what was the correct 
answer? 
The Messiah of God.  
 

5. What does the word Messiah mean? 
Expected king and deliverer of the Jews. The anointed one.  
 

6. What does Jesus say is necessary for any who want to become his followers? 
Let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  
 

7. Who did Jesus take up the mountain to pray with him? 
Peter, James & John.  
 

8. During the Transfiguration, how did Jesus’ appearance change while he was 
praying on the mountain? 
The appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became a dazzling white.  
 

9. Which two men suddenly appeared on that mountain top? 
Moses and Elijah. Moses representing the Law, the first five books of the Jewish 
and Christian Bible. Elijah representing the prophets. 
  

10. How does Jesus answer the argument about which one among them is the 
greatest? 
That the least among them is the greatest.  
 

11. How did Jesus respond to John when told that they tried to stop someone from 
casting out demons because he did not follow with them? 
Jesus told them not to stop him because, “whoever is not against you is for you.” 
  

12. What is Jesus’ response to the individual who said, “I will follow you, Lord; but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God.”  
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Questions for Reflection  

1. What is the symbolism of Moses and Elijah appearing with Jesus on the 
mountain top during the Transfiguration and then disappearing? 
 

2. How does Jesus’ statement, “Do not stop him; for whoever is not against you is 
for you,” help us think about how we are to relate to other faith traditions?  
 

3. What might Jesus have meant by saying, “No one who puts a hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
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December 10 – Chapter 10  

1. Why did Jesus say to ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest? 
Because the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  
 

2. How does Jesus instruct the disciples to respond to a town that does not welcome 
them? 
Go out into the streets and say that even the dust of their town that clings to their 
feet they wipe off in protest against them.  
 

3. How does Jesus respond to the lawyer when asked what he must do to inherit 
eternal life? 
Jesus responds with the Greatest Commandment, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  

4. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, who does Jesus say was the neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of the robbers?  
The one who showed him mercy.  
 

5. Why did Jesus say to Martha that she was distracted?  
Because of her many tasks.  
 

6. Jesus tells Martha that there is need of only one thing. What is that one thing?  
To sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to what he is saying.  

Questions for Reflection  

1. Does knowing that the harvest is plentiful but the laborers few move you to offer 
your services to God for the sake of the Kingdom? In what ways would you seek 
to serve?  
 

2. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, who is the one who shows mercy? What 
does this parable teach us about who our neighbor is? 
  

3. Martha, who was worried and distracted by her many tasks, was told that there is 
need of only one thing, to listen to what the Lord is saying. How can we listen to 
what the Lord is saying today, two millennia removed from the time of Christ?  
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December 11 – Chapter 11  

1. What prompted Jesus to teach us to pray The Lord’s Prayer? 
One of the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray as John the Baptist taught 
his disciples to pray.  
 

2. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray for the Father to give us each day our daily bread. 
Where do we find this daily bread prefigured in the Old Testament? 
The manna from heaven given to the Hebrews during the Exodus. They were to 
collect only enough for the day forcing them to rely on the Father to feed them 
day by day.  
 

3. What does Jesus tell us we must do to receive what we need from the Father? 
Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will 
be opened for you.  
 

4. When responding to the woman in the crowd, who did Jesus say are the ones who 
are blessed? 
Those who hear the word of God and obey it.  
 

5. What is the sign of Jonah Jesus is speaking of? 
Jonah in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights before 
returning prefigures Jesus time among the dead before His Resurrection.  
 

6. What do you believe Jesus was speaking about when he said, “No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar, but on the lampstand so that those who enter 
may see the light”? 
That believers are like lamps, and the light they cast living faithful lives becomes 
a light to others leading them to faith.  
 

7. Why did the Scribes and Pharisees become hostile to Jesus? 
Because he accused them of being concerned about outward appearances while 
inside, they are full of greed and wickedness.  

 

Questions for Reflection  

1. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray for our daily bread, meaning that we put our trust in 
the Father to provide what we need for the day. How can this understanding help 
us to live in the moment, day-by-day, not worrying about what the future may 
hold?  
 

2. Jesus calls us to an active faith by teaching us to ask, seek, and knock to receive 
from the Father what we need. Do you live an active faith life? Is it your custom 
to approach the Father in prayer asking for what you need, or do you remain 
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silent wondering why your needs are not met? 
  

3. How we live our lives as persons of faith is like a lamp providing light to others. Is 
your light shining brightly or is it extinguished? If your lamp of faith is 
extinguished, how might you go about relighting it this Advent Season?  
 

4. Jesus accused the Pharisees of being more concerned about their outward 
appearances than being clean on the inside? Is housekeeping in order this Advent 
Season to clean up our “insides”?  
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December 12 – Chapter 12  

1. What does Jesus warn his disciples to be aware of? 
The yeast of the Pharisees, their hypocrisy.  
 

2. What does Jesus say to the disciples to assure them that they are not forgotten by 
God? 
That God has counted even the hairs of their head.  
 

3. What does Jesus say he will do for those who acknowledge him before others? 
He will acknowledge them before the angels of God. 

4. What does Jesus say he will do for those who deny him before others?  
He will deny them before the angels of God.  
 

5. What reason does Jesus give for being on guard against all kinds of greed?  
That one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.  
 

6. What does Jesus advise we do rather than worry about our life, what we will eat, 
what we will wear?  
Strive for the Father’s Kingdom, and these things will be given to us as well.  
 

7. Where does Jesus say our hearts are?  
Where our treasure is.  
 

8. From everyone to whom much has been given, what will be required? 
And to the one to whom much has been entrusted, what will be demanded? 
From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from 
the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.  

 

Questions for Reflection  

1. A God who counts the hairs on our head is very much aware of who we are. How 
does it make you feel to know that God is ever present to you, concerned about 
you? Read Psalm 8 as you reflect on this question. 
  

2. Jesus praises those who acknowledge him before others. In what ways might you 
acknowledge Jesus before others?  How might you deny Jesus before others?  
 

3. To know where our hearts are, we need to know what it is that we treasure. What 
is it that you treasure most? Is it deserving of your heart?  
 

4. Does worry consume your life? A lack of resources, an uncertain future, a sense of 
not being in control? Though worry is a normal part of life, can you imagine 



Reflection Questions & Answers for Luke’s Gospel: Chapters 8 - 14  

 8 

having the kind of faith that is a source of comfort, strength and stability during 
anxious times? How might you cultivate such a faith?  
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December 13 – Chapter 13  

1. What reason did the man give to the gardener for cutting down the fig tree not 
producing fruit? 
It was wasting the soil.  
 

2. Why was the leader of the synagogue indignant? 
Because Jesus cured the crippled woman on the sabbath, the day of rest.  
 

3. What did Jesus say that caused the crowds to rejoice? 
That ox and donkeys may be cared for on the sabbath, why not the crippled 
woman who is a daughter of Abraham?  
 

4. What does Jesus compare the kingdom of God to? 
A mustard seed that grows and becomes a tree. Yeast that is mixed in with flour.  
 

5. From where will people come to eat in the kingdom of God? 
From the east and west, from north and south.  

 

Questions for Reflection  

1. The reason for cutting down the fig tree that was not producing fruit is that it was 
wasting the soil. This raises the issue of the communal nature of sin. Can we 
imagine how our sinful ways ‘waste the soil’ adversely affecting others? 
  

2. What does Jesus mean when he says that people will come from east and west, 
from north and south to eat in the kingdom of God? How should this 
understanding of who will enter the kingdom of God inform our treatment of 
others who are not the same as us?  
 

3. Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed and yeast. Both will 
experience growth. In what ways are you promoting the growth of the kingdom of 
God? Can you think of ways to promote God’s kingdom during this Advent 
Season?  
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December 14 – Chapter 14  

1. In the parable of the wedding banquet, what does Jesus teach about the 
consequences of human behavior? 
That all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves 
will be exalted.  
 

2. When giving a luncheon or dinner who does Jesus advise to invite and why? 
The poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. You will be blessed because they 
cannot repay you.  
 

3. What does Jesus say is necessary to do to become his disciple? 
Give up all your possessions.  

 

Question for Reflection 
 
Jesus teaches that we must give up all our possessions to become his disciple. What are 
the stumbling blocks in your life hindering your becoming a disciple of Jesus?  

 


