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December 22 - Chapter 22 

1. What is the festival of unleavened bread? 
The Passover 

2. Who did Satan enter into? 
Judas called Iscariot. 

3. What did Judas go away to do? 
Confer with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray Jesus to them. 

4. Where do we find the Words of Consecration said during Mass in this chapter? 
Verse 19 through 20 -  Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ And he did the same with the cup 
after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.’ 

5. How did Jesus resolve the dispute that arose among the disciples over who would be the greatest? 
Jesus told them that the greatest among them must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves.  

6. What does Jesus tell Simon Peter that Satan has demanded? And what does Jesus pray for us? 
To sift all of them like wheat. Jesus prays that our own faith may not fail. 

7. Why did Peter weep bitterly? 
Because he had denied the Lord three times before the cock crowed as the Lord had predicted. 

8. How does Jesus respond when asked if he is the Son of God? 
Jesus responds, “You say that I am.” 
 
 

Questions for Reflection 
1. Jesus teaches that we are to be humble, like children, serving one another.  How does this contrast with what society 

teaches us? 
2. During challenging times, when sifted like wheat, does your faith sustain you or fail you? Do you pray to the Lord for 

strength?  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
December 23 – Chapter 23 

1. What was Jesus accused of before Pilate? 
Perverting the nation, forbidding the people to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a 
king. 

2. Did Pilate find Jesus guilty? 
No. “I have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him.” 

3. Why did Pilate hand Jesus over to be crucified? 
Because all were shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 

4. Who was seized and made to carry the cross behind Jesus? 
Simon of Cyrene. 

5. Where was Jesus crucified? 
The place called The Skull, translated in Latin as Calvary.  Also called Golgotha. 

6. What did the inscription placed over Jesus on the cross read? 
This is the King of the Jews. In Latin, “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum” abbreviated as INRI found on every Crucifix. 

7. How did Jesus respond to the criminal who asked Jesus to remember him when he comes into his Kingdom? 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

8. What were Jesus’ last words? 
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

9. Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus? 
Joseph of Arimathea.  He took Jesus’ body down from the cross, wrapped it in linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn 
tomb where no one had ever been laid. 
 

Questions for Reflection 
1. Like Simon of Cyrene we are called to take up our cross and follow Jesus.  What does this mean to you? What are the 

crosses that you bear for others?  For yourself? 
2. The criminal crucified with Jesus asked Jesus to remember him when he came into his Kingdom.  Jesus assured him 

that he would be with him in Paradise.  Beyond repentance nothing more was required of the criminal, not penance, 
not good works.  Do we appreciate that salvation is a gift from God and not something that we have to earn?  Have 
you thanked God for your gift of your salvation? 
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December 24 – Chapter 24 

1. In Luke’s account of the Resurrection, who were the ones who found the tomb of Jesus empty?  
The women. Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them. 

2. What was the response of the apostles to what these women told them about the empty tomb and their encounter 
with the two men, the angels, at the tomb? 
They did not believe. 

3. Which apostle went to the tomb to see for himself what the women had reported? 
Peter.  He was amazed at what had happened. 

4. Who did the disciples encounter on the road to Emmaus? 
Jesus, though their eyes were kept from seeing him. 

5. What did Jesus share with the disciples as they walked to Emmaus? 
Jesus interpreted for them the things about himself in the Old Testament.  That the Messiah should suffer and then 
enter into his glory. 

6. When were the eyes of the disciples opened? 
When Jesus was at table with them. Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 

7. How did the disciples describe their experience of Jesus’ presence walking on the road to Emmaus? 
They described their hearts burning within them as Jesus interpreted Scripture for them. 

8. When Jesus appeared to the gathered disciples what was their reaction? 
They were startled and terrified. 

9. How did Jesus greet them? 
He said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

10. How were the disciples able to identify that it was the risen Jesus who appeared before them? 
By the wounds on his hands and feet. 

11. What is to be proclaimed in Jesus’ name to all nations at his resurrection? 
Repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

12. Jesus directs the apostles and disciples to stay in the city until they have been clothed with power from on high.  What 
is Jesus referring to? 
The sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

13. What Catholic devotion is associated with the time the apostles and disciples spent praying and waiting for the Holy 
Spirit to descend upon them? 
The Novena.  The word Novena is rooted in the Latin word for nine, the number of days the apostles and disciples 
spent praying in the Upper Room waiting for the Holy Spirit to descend upon them at Pentecost. (Acts 1:12-14, 2:1-4) 
 

Questions for Reflection 
1. The eyes of the disciples Jesus met on the road to Emmaus were opened when they were at table with Jesus as he 

broke the bread, blessed and gave it to them, a meal prefiguring the Mass.  Can you imagine having such an 
encounter of the risen Christ at Mass? 

2. Jesus says that at his Resurrection repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed to all nations.  In Psalm 51 
the psalmist seeks mercy and forgiveness for sins.  When reading this psalm what imagery speaks most powerfully to 
you? 


